Syphilis and otolaryngology.
Syphilis is the oldest known sexually transmitted disease. Because of its multiple clinical manifestations it is known as "the great imitator." Although the antibiotic era has greatly diminished the prevalence of syphilis, sporadic outbreaks continue to occur. Because of its multiple head and neck manifestations, the otolaryngologist should be familiar with the basic pathogenesis and clinical presentations of this disease.